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Background
Water is the world’s most precious resource. As an increasingly thirsty
world demands more water—to feed a growing population, drive economic
development, and improve public health—availability is becoming less
predictable and its sources more polluted. This year’s World Water Day

highlights the importance of strengthening water security in the face of
extreme weather events worldwide, leading to too little, or too much water.
USAID helps partner countries better cope with rising pressures on
freshwater resources, including drinking water supplies, through
investments that sustainably manage and equitably allocate water supplies,
expand watershed protection and restoration, and strengthen communities’
resilience in the face of water-related shocks and stresses.

Date
Sunday, March 22, 2020 (Social media posting will start on March 15)

Key Facts

Key Facts
2.1 billion people globally lack safe water at home. (Source: WHO)
Of those, 263 million spend more than 30 minutes per round trip
collecting water and 159 million drink water directly from surface
sources such as streams or lakes. (Source: WHO)
An estimated 3.6 billion people worldwide live in areas likely to face
water scarcity at least one month a year. This figure is expected to
increase to 4.8–5.7 billion by 2020. (Source: UN)
Over the last decade, floods, storms, heat-waves, droughts, and other
weather-related events have caused more than 90 percent of major
natural disasters, and these events are expected to increase in
frequency and intensity. (Source: UN)
Our world is also becoming more urban. By 2050, 68 percent of the
world’s population will be living in cities, with the majority of that
growth happening in the developing world. The infrastructure of these
cities, semi-urban areas, and market towns is under great strain as
their populations grow. (Source: UN)

Key Messages
USAID believes in a water-secure world for all. We help partner
countries plan, finance, and deliver safe water and sanitation services
for the neediest, while sustainably managing water resources.
Under the U.S. Government Global Water Strategy, our vision is for a

water-secure world where people have sustainable supplies of water of
sufficient quantity and quality to meet human, economic, and
ecosystem needs while managing risks from floods and droughts.
USAID improves water access and availability for the most vulnerable,
helping partner cities and towns avoid a “day zero” scenario—when
supplies of water and taps run dry.
Since 2008, USAID has helped 42 million people gain access to an
improved drinking water service.

How to Participate on Social Media

How to Participate on Social
Media
Help us raise awareness for World Water Day! Share how #USAIDTransforms,
one community at a time, through safe and reliable water access for all. As
World Water Day 2020 will be celebrated on a Sunday (March 22), we
encourage you to begin sharing content via social media beginning Sunday,
March 15.

Handles to tag: @USAID, @USAIDWater, @USAIDEnviro, @USAIDGH

Hashtags: #WorldWaterDay #WWD2020 #USAIDTransforms #DevJourney

🌏🌍🌎

Pictograms and Photos
Download USAID World Water Day 2020 Social Media Toolkit
Pictograms
Download USAID World Water Day 2020 Pictogram Templates
Download Water Photos from USAID Global Waters on Flickr

Sample #WorldWaterDay Tweets

Sample Tweets for #WorldWaterDay 2020
Handles to tag: @USAID, @USAIDWater, @USAIDEnviro,
@USAIDGH
Hashtags: #WorldWaterDay, #WWD2020, #USAIDTransforms,
#DevJourney

Did you know March 22 is #WorldWaterDay? @USAID water projects
around the world are boosting resilience, increasing self-reliance &
creating a healthier & more water-secure world. Learn more with
@USAIDWater’s #GlobalWatersStories.

🌏🌍🌎 https://medium.com/usaid-

global-waters

How is @USAID helping thirsty cities around the world? This
#WorldWaterDay, celebrate the world’s most important natural resource &
learn how @USAID & partners are helping combat the global water crisis &
transforming lives in the process. #USAIDTransforms
https://medium.com/usaid-global-waters/world-water-day-2020-five-waysusaid-is-helping-thirsty-cities-d668c54d4e54

#WorldWaterDay: Travel to #Haiti with @USAID’s #GlobalWatersStories to
find out how @USAID_Haiti’s #water & #sanitation programming are
helping uplift entire communities, 1 neighborhood at a time
#USAIDTransforms @USAIDCaribbean @USAIDLAC @USEmbassyHaiti

https://medium.com/usaid-global-waters/creating-a-roadmap-forsustainable-water-service-delivery-in-haiti-e67128d7ac98

This #WorldWaterDay, travel with @USAIDWater to #Ethiopia to see how
mobile tech is showing the potential to revolutionize rural water supply by
offering “radically affordable” household h2o. #USAIDTransforms
@USAIDEthiopia @USAIDEastAfrica @USAIDAfrica
https://medium.com/usaid-global-waters/can-mobile-tech-lower-the-costof-household-water-in-rural-ethiopia-dba9789d03f0

#DYK 785 million people around the

🌏 do not have access to clean water?

On #WorldWaterDay and every day, @USAID makes sure vulnerable
communities affected by disasters have safe
grow

💧 to drink, wash their 🤚 and

🌾. Read how we do it: http://ow.ly/sFNA50yMSIM

Women are key household water decision-makers and users. By increasing
access to employment in utilities, #EngenderingUtilities helps promote

💧

sustainable management of this critical resource. #WorldWaterDay

https://www.usaid.gov/energy/engendering-utilities/business-case

Keep calm and lather on - #handwashing with soap and hot water for 20+
seconds helps protect yourself from #COVID19! Learn more about this vital
hygiene behavior and the role it plays in global public health. #WWD2020
https://twitter.com/CDCgov/status/1240318546938343425

As the world ramps up its response to #COVID19, a quick #WWD2020
reminder that the simple act of #handwashing w/ soap is 1 of the important
means to protect yourself from infectious diseases.

Did you know #handwashing w/ soap & hot water for at least 20 seconds is
1 of 10 important ways to protect yourself from #COVID19? Let's remember
we're all in this together; simple acts like regular handwashing can make a
world of difference. #WWD2020 https://youtu.be/qPoptbtBjkg

Be a #HandwashingHero - it's a great defense against #COVID19! Practicing
proper #handwashing with

🧼after coughing, sneezing or interacting with

high-touch surfaces in public can help keep you, your family and your
community healthy. #WWD2020

Sample #WorldWaterDay Facebook Post

Sample Facebook Post for #WorldWaterDay
2020
Did you know Sunday, March 22nd is World Water Day

🌏🌍🌎? To celebrate

the vital role the planet’s most important natural resource plays in our
everyday lives, find out how USAID water-related projects around the world
are increasing communities’ resilience and self-reliance, creating a
healthier and more water-secure world for all. https://medium.com/usaid-

global-waters

Additional Communications Resources

References
Explore the official World Water Day website for promotional

resources, additional social media messaging, posters, and graphics.
Browse USAID’s Globalwaters.org knowledge-sharing hub for technical
resources, research, and stories related to water, climate, and more.
Review the latest water and climate-related resources in USAID’s Water
Currents newsletter.

USAID Stories, Blogs, Webinars, and
Podcasts
Five Ways USAID is Helping Thirsty Cities
Can Mobile Tech Lower the Cost of Household Water in Rural Ethiopia?
Creating a Roadmap for Sustainable Water Service Delivery in Haiti
Taking the Pulse of a Water Lifeline to Hundreds of Millions of People
Raising Voices to Save Water: Reducing Groundwater Loss in Armenia’s
Ararat Valley

H2O Maghreb Project Builds Capacity of Morocco’s Youth in the Water
Sector
Private Sector Partnerships for a Water-Secure Iloilo City
How Improved Financing Enhances Water and Sanitation Service
Delivery
Key Takeaways from the 2019 Global Analysis and Assessment of
Sanitation and Drinking Water (GLAAS) Report
The Infrastructure Upgrade, Reimagined
A World Without Water
Solar-powered Irrigation Could Boost Climate Resilience for Millions

